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Photo Caption: Pictured left to right: ACEC/CO 2010/2011 scholarship recipients Joey Maestas, Lisa Truong, Carl Enright, Maura Hurley, Charlotte Van Voast, Michael LeBaron, Bailey Leppek, Juliane Von Pichl, and Josh Currier are pictured with ACEC/CO Scholarship Chair Murray McBride, McBride Engineering, LLC, at the Council’s scholarship reception. (ACECCOScholars.jpg)
 
Not pictured: George Fosu, Daryn Hobbs, and Yevgeniy Kaufman.
Economy Doesn’t Stall Commitment to Cultivating Future Engineers 

American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado Awards Scholarships 

and Hits Scholarship-Funding Milestones - Cross Quarter-Million Dollar Mark

DENVER – The American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado (ACEC/CO) hit two scholarship-funding milestones this year. Despite the challenging economic climate, ACEC/CO awarded $35,000 in student scholarships, the largest amount of annual scholarship funding in its history. This year the Council also surpassed the quarter-million dollar mark in cumulative scholarship funding, providing $226,500 
since 2000.
The scholarships are awarded annually to students who attend Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET)-accredited undergraduate engineering programs in Colorado, which are designed to help cultivate the engineering workforce needed to address future challenges and demands.

(more)

ACEC/CO  2010/2011 scholarships were awarded to Joshua Currier, Colorado School of Mines; Carl Enright, Colorado School of Mines; George Fosu, Colorado Statue University, Pueblo; Daryn Hobbs, University of Colorado at Boulder; Maura Hurley, University of Colorado at Boulder, Yevgeniy Kaufman, University of Colorado at Boulder; Michael LeBaron, Colorado School of Mines; Bailey Leppek, University of Colorado at Boulder; Joseph Maestas, Colorado School of Mines; Lisa Truong, Colorado School of Mines; Charlotte Van Voast, University of Colorado at Boulder; and Juliane Von Pichl, Colorado School of Mines.

Michael LeBaron is this year’s top scholarship recipient.  He received the $6,000 Leonard Rice Memorial Scholarship, which was established four years ago in memory of the firm’s founder, Lee Rice.  LeBaron is studying petroleum engineering and automatically advances to the national ACEC scholarship competition, which will award three scholarships with a maximum amount of $10,000. 
Max Vanatta, a junior at Cheyenne Mountain High in Colorado Springs, won the Region 2 High School Bridge Building contest, receiving a $1,000 scholarship from ACEC/CO for his bridge design entry.  This is the second year in a row that Vanatta has won this event, which is sponsored by Professional Engineers of Colorado, the Bureau of Reclamation and ACEC/CO.  The top winners of each region are eligible to advance to the international contest, which will take place May 1, 2010 in Philadelphia, PA.  The Council additionally provided $1,000 in scholarship funding to the Math, Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) academic development program that engages educationally disadvantaged students to excel in math and science. 

“The Council is pleased to award scholarships to Colorado engineering students each year,” said Marilen Reimer, executive director of ACEC/CO. “Being able to increase the amount of annual scholarship funding awarded this year and surpassing $250,000 in our overall scholarship funding are significant achievements.
(more)

“The scholarship program demonstrates our unwavering commitment to supporting and cultivating those who are the future of the engineering profession.  It’s gratifying to be able to support these academic and involved students and we wish them success as they continue their studies,” she added.
Scholarship funding is provided by ACEC/CO Council members, the American Public Works Association, and private sources, including Leonard Rice Engineers, Inc., Fu Hua Chen, and William Russell Stoneman.  This is the first year a $2,500 scholarship provided by Urban Watershed/Colorado Association of Flood Plain Managers and a $2,000 scholarship anonymously donated by an ACEC/CO member in appreciation of the professionalism of Bates Engineering and its staff, have been awarded.
Funds for ACEC/CO’s scholarship program are also raised through contributions of ACEC/CO members and proceeds from its Annual Member/Guest Golf Tournament, which raised $2,000 for the program in 2009.  The 2010 tournament will be held on August 9, 2010 at Perry Park Country Club in Larkspur.  

Scholarship applications are open to engineering students pursuing a bachelor’s degree in ABET-accredited Colorado engineering programs.  Students must be entering their junior, senior, or fifth year in a five-year undergraduate program in the fall of 2011.  For more information on the scholarship program, eligibility or to obtain an application, visit www.acec-co.org and click on the Education/Scholarships/Interns link. 

###

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado (ACEC/CO) is the business association of 230 member firms employing more than 11,000 employees in the independent private practice of consulting engineering. ACEC/CO is a primary resource for accessing engineering information, expertise and business ethics practices.  The Council provides leadership and direction by developing practical, feasible options and solutions based upon technical collaboration to achieve enduring outcomes 
to benefit society.
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