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Photo caption: The American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado scholarships were recently announced recipients of 2009 scholarships to support the study of engineering.
Recipients, pictured left to right: Charles Bohac, Nicholas Mander, Heather Oertli, Alexander Fosdick, Richard Vidal, Holly Stevenson, Rebekah Squires, Anna Herring, Yevgeniy Kaufman.  Not pictured: Bronson Stagner and Heidi Kasemir.

American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado Awards Largest Amount of Scholarships in Its History to Grow Future Engineers 

DENVER – The American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado (ACEC/CO) awarded $32,500, the largest amount of scholarship funds in its history, to 11 students pursuing degrees engineering.  Each year the ACEC/CO scholarships are awarded to students who attend Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET)-accredited undergraduate programs in Colorado, which are designed to help grow the engineering workforce needed to address future challenges and demands.
ACEC/CO engineering scholarship recipients for 2009-2010 are Charles Bohac, Colorado State University; Alexander Fosdick, University of Colorado (CU)-Boulder; Anna Herring, CU-Boulder; Heidi Kasemir, CU-Boulder; Yevgeniy Kaufman, CU-Boulder); Nicholas Mander, CU-Boulder; Heather Oertli, Colorado School of Mines; Bronson Stagner, CU-Colorado Springs; Rebekah Squires, CU-Boulder; Holly Stevenson, CU-Boulder; and Richard Vidal, Colorado School of  Mines.

(more)

Alexander Fosdick is this year’s top scholarship recipient of the Leonard Rice Memorial Scholarship of $6,000, which was established three years ago in memory of the firm’s founder, Lee Rice.  Fosdick, who is studying electrical engineering, will automatically be entered into the national ACEC scholarship competition, which will award three scholarships with a maximum amount of $10,000. 
This year ACEC/CO also awarded a $1,000 scholarship to Max Vanatta, a sophomore at Cheyenne Mountain High in Colorado Springs, for his bridge design entry in the Region 2 High School Bridge Building contest, co-sponsored with Professional Engineers of Colorado, the Bureau of Reclamation and ACEC/CO.

Additionally ACEC/CO is providing $1,000 in scholarships to the Colorado Mathematics Engineering Science Achievement (MESA) program, for disadvantaged Colorado high schools students planning to study engineering. 
“The council is pleased to offer our scholarship program and to actually increase the amount of scholarship funds awarded this year,” said Marilen Reimer, executive director of ACEC/CO. “We continue to have increased interest in our scholarship program and received 53 applications from 13 schools across the state. The recipients not only carry a heavy academic load, but are active in student chapters of professional organizations, provide community service, and have part-time jobs. They are the future and we congratulate them on their achievements to day and wish them continued success as they pursue their studied.
“We know there will continue to be a high demand for engineers and this program will help to ensure that we continue to have the engineering workforce needed in place,” she added.

(more)

ACEC/CO has awarded 126 scholarships since the program’s inception in 1982 and has provided $189,500 in student engineering scholarships since 2000. Scholarship funding is provided by ACEC/CO Council members, the American Public Works Association and private sources, including the Leonard Rice Engineers, Inc., and the Malcolm & Charles Meurer Memorial Scholarship funds.  ACEC/CO scholarship program funds are also raised through contributions of ACEC/CO members and proceeds from its Annual Member/Guest Golf Tournament, which raised $7,000 for the program in 2008.  The 2009 tournament will be held on August 10, 2009 at Hiwan Golf Club in Evergreen.  

Scholarship applications are open to engineering students pursuing a bachelor’s degree in ABET-accredited Colorado engineering and surveying programs.  Students must be entering their junior, senior, or fifth year in a five-year undergraduate program in the fall of 2010.  For more information on the scholarship program, eligibility or to obtain an application, visit www.acec-co.org and click on the Education/Scholarships/Interns link. 
###

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado (ACEC/CO) is the business association of 250 member firms employing more than 12,000 employees in the independent private practice of consulting engineering. ACEC/CO is a primary resource for accessing engineering information, expertise and business ethics practices.  The Council provides leadership and direction by developing practical, feasible options and solutions based upon technical collaboration to achieve enduring outcomes to benefit society.
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