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Photo Captions: 

Leonard.jpg: Andrew Leonard, recipient of the Educator of the Year Award, said that mentoring is the most important aspect of teaching and cultivating future engineering leaders.

Meurer.jpg:  Gordon C. Meurer, P.E. accepted the Orley O. Phillips Award, the Council’s highest honor.

Austin.jpg:  David E. Austin, P.E. received the Orley O. Phillips Award posthumously.

Peterson.jpg:  Ralph R. Peterson, P.E., M.ASCE, chairman, CH2M Hill, received the George Washington Award and shared that passion and involvement were paramount to change and evolving the industry.

Fetcher.jpg:  John Fetcher, P.E., engineer, rancher and reservoir builder, was posthumously recognized with the General Palmer Award for his work’s impact on future generations.

Corey.jpg:  Sally Corey, Outsource Marketing, Inc., received Committee Chair of the Year from outgoing ACEC/CO President Lauren Evans.

COLORADO ENGINEERING COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 2009 RECIPIENTS OF PRESTEGIOUS ENGINEERING ADVOCACY AWARDS 

DENVER – The American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado (ACEC/CO) announced the recipients of six annual awards honoring those who are active advocates, mentors, leaders and visionaries in the engineering industry at its 2009 general meeting.

“As the premier business organization for Colorado’s consulting engineering industry, it is important that we acknowledge those who are directly responsible for the enhancement of the profession,” said Robert G. Refvem, ACEC/CO president.  “From those who mentor students to become our future industry leaders to those who have enhanced the industry and the quality of life of our citizens through their personal and professional passions, by providing leadership, vision and creativity.  

(more)

“We applaud these fine individuals who have given themselves relentlessly to the pursuit of excellence and passion for engineering,” he added.

The Orley O. Phillips Award, the highest honor presented to an engineer by the President’s Council and ACEC/CO’s board of directors, was presented to Gordon Meurer, P.E., Kennedy / Jenks Consultants, and David E. Austin, P.E. (posthumously). The Orley O. Phillips Award, honors an ACEC/CO founding member who has made significant contributions to the profession, the Council and its programs.  

The General Palmer Award, recognizing an engineer in the industry who contributes to the State of Colorado, has established recognition within the community and has contributed to the advancement of the engineering community as a whole, was presented posthumously to John Fetcher, P.E.  Fetcher, a Harvard-trained engineer, was an original visionary for the future development of the Steamboat Springs ski area.  Building of the Yamcolo Reservoir at the headwaters of the Yampa River in the late 1970s is among his impressive professional accomplishments.

Ralph R. Peterson, P.E., M.ASCE, chairman, CH2M Hill, received the George Washington Award for his outstanding service to the community, the progress of Colorado, the advancement of the public image of consulting engineering as a profession, and his leadership, which has had an impact on public policy and general societal issues.

Andrew Leonard was honored with the Council’s 2009 Outstanding Educator of the Year Award for his contributions and support of programs in math, science and engineering.  Leonard is a physics teacher at Overland High School and director for the Overland Institute of Mathematics, Science and Technology.  He has created a classroom that is a hub of project-based learning activities and challenges students to extend their learning beyond the classroom.  Students completing all of the Institute’s requirements are guaranteed admittance to Colorado School of Mines or the University of Colorado at Denver.  

The President’s Award was presented to chairs of ACEC/CO’s Expert Witness Certification program, including Darrel Holmquist, P.E.; Frank Holliday, P.E.; Bill Taggart, P.E. (posthumously); Gregg Ten Eyck, P.E.; and Janet Williams, P.E.  The award recognizes the efforts of those who consistently surpass expectations for their work within the organization.

ACEC/CO Committee Chair of the Year was presented to Sally Corey, Outsource Marketing, Inc., Professional Development / Programs Committee, for her exceptional performance as a committee chair.  Corey guided the committee to develop new programs to enhance the business practices of the membership.

###

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado (ACEC/CO) is the business association of 243 member firms employing more than 10,000 employees in the independent private practice of consulting engineering. ACEC/CO is a primary resource for accessing engineering information, expertise and business ethics practices.  The Council provides leadership and direction by developing practical, feasible options and solutions based upon technical collaboration to achieve enduring outcomes to benefit society.
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