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Photo Caption:  ACEC/CO 2009 New Faces in Engineering nominees: Back row, left to right: Jared Dains, Applegate Group, Inc.; Steve Maxson, P.E., Shaffer Baucom Engineering and Consulting; Bryon Wood, EIT, HDR Engineering, Inc.; Derek Rapp, P.E., Wright Water Engineers; James Halgren, EDAW/AECOM; Bottom Row:  Joseph R. Tamburini, P.E., Tetra Tech RTW; Lauren Evans, ACEC/CO president; Sonya Reiser, TCB/AECOM; Nikki Randall, P.E., Ayres Associates; Steve Lind, DMJM Harris/AECOM.

Not pictured: Sam Lowe, P.E., Ayres Associates; Carrie McCall, CCT, Earth Tech/AECOM; Michael Pompliano, Earth Tech/AECOM.
Twelve Aspiring Colorado Engineers Honored as 

2009 ACEC/CO New Faces in Engineering.

Eight Nominated for ACEC National Young Professional of the Year 

· DENVER, CO: The American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado (ACEC/CO) honored twelve engineers as Engineers’ Week “New Faces in Engineering,” eight of whom also were nominated to the ACEC National Young Professional of the Year program. The awards promote the accomplishments of young engineers by highlighting their engineering contributions and the resulting impact on society.  Engineers’ Week programs are designed to enhance and improve the image of engineering by:

· Showcasing a group of young, diverse and talented engineers,

· Providing stimulation and incentive for college engineering students to explore the variety of career options for their engineering degrees, as well as encourage high school students to study engineering,

· Helping students understand they are part of a global profession.

-MORE-

ACEC/CO recognized the following 12 nominees their contributions to the profession:   

Jared Dains is a water resource engineer with the Applegate Group and a 2007 graduate of University of Colorado at Denver.  He received special honors from the Civil Engineering Department of UCD and was recognized as the Outstanding Graduate for the entire engineering department. Since starting with Applegate, he has demonstrated an ability to grasp difficult concepts very quickly and apply his knowledge to real world operations. 

James Halgren holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in civil and environmental engineering from Brigham Young University and is working toward his Ph.D. in 3D/4D Visualization, Hydraulic Engineering and Sedimentation and Rainfall-Runoff Modeling at Colorado State University. He works in Programming, Modeling and Design in civil and environmental engineering for EDAW/AECOM.  Halgren was also nominated to the ACEC Young Professionals in Engineering program.

Steve Lind is a drainage engineer with DMJM Harris/AECOM. He attended Goshen College in Goshen, Indiana, and the University of Colorado at Denver, and holds a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies and a master’s degree in Civil Engineering. Recently, he has worked on utility planning and design for a major local transit project and dam break inundation mapping using GIS. Lind was also nominated to the ACEC Young Professionals in Engineering program.

Sam Lowe, P.E. started at Ayres Associates as a summer intern while working toward his bachelor’s degree at Colorado State University. Now a water resources engineer for Ayres, he has quickly become proficient with complicated two-dimensional models for analyzing river flow. Working on the largest public works project ever in New Jersey, he developed the hydraulic model of the new bridge crossing and calculated detailed scour analysis for 75 piers. 

-MORE-

Steve Maxson, P.E. is a project manager and mechanical engineer with Shaffer Baucom Engineering & Consulting. He manages mechanical facility design projects ranging from a cancer pharmaceutical research laboratory to a biomedical device manufacturing clean room to a space operations and simulation center. Maxson has 

designed facilities supporting technologies from life changing medical advances to NASA’s manned mission to Mars.  He applies cutting-edge computational fluid dynamic modeling technology to virtually model the airflow in a space to improve indoor air quality and energy efficiency. Maxson was also nominated to the ACEC Young Professionals in Engineering program.

Carrie McCall, CCT graduated from the University of Colorado with a degree in civil engineering and is now is a cost engineer with Earth Tech/AECOM. She has been recognized in the Earth Tech Rocky Mountain District newsletter as a leader of the grassroots Green Team. McCall co-authored the internal Sustainable Office Guide, and volunteers to create a sustainable office environment, rounding up donations and working for charity events.  McCall was also nominated to the ACEC Young Professionals in Engineering program.

Michael Pompliano graduated from Michigan State University with a degree in biosystems engineering and is now an environmental engineer with Earth Tech/AECOM. He spent five months as a political canvasser, raising political awareness and financial support for a lobbying campaign to protect Michigan’s water and Great Lakes through legislation. Prior to that project, he was a student at the University of New South Wales, with Australia’s Renewable Energy program and is a member of the Society of American Military Engineers.  Pompliano was also nominated to the ACEC Young Professionals in Engineering program.

Nikki Randall, P.E. is a water resources engineer with Ayres Associates. She was responsible for FEMA floodplain mapping for a section of the Big Thompson River, acted as lead engineer on a hydraulic feasibility analysis for a bridge crossing the Mississippi, and worked to resolve hydraulic issues on a CDOT project along Clear Creek. 
-MORE-

Randall completed plans for critical erosion sites along the Sacramento River levee system - a risky project, potentially endangering thousands of people and many acres of land. Her proficiency with 3-D Microstation design helped meet extremely tight time schedules and allowed construction to proceed quickly on these critical erosion sites.

Derek Rapp, P.E. is a water resources engineer with Wright Water Engineers. As a member of a multidisciplinary research team, he rappelled over a cliff at Mesa Verde National Park to better understand the hydraulic characteristics of channels utilized by ancient cultures for water supply. He designed and constructed innovative devices for 

monitoring water levels in a gravel pit, which he installed and regularly monitors using a

kayak.  He makes frequent trips to Colorado ski resorts where he designs and oversees performance of water pollution control measures. Rapp was also nominated to the ACEC Young Professionals in Engineering program.

Sonya Reiser is a mechanical engineer with TCB AECOM. She has experience in engineering and management in the areas of hydro-mechanical and dam engineering. She has been published twice and is a technical asset to her firm. She led the recruitment efforts for obtaining RTD Eco Passes for the firm and serves as EcoPass coordinator. Reiser also served as the Rocky Mountain SWE Section’s vice president and was nominated to the national Young Professionals in Engineering program.

Joseph Tamburini, P.E.  holds a Bachelor of Science degree in chemical engineering (with Distinction) from the University of Colorado and is a Senior Engineer with Tetra Tech RTW.  He has led the design of five arsenic-removal treatment plants utilizing different technologies including coagulation/filtration, ion exchange, and media adsorption. He completed design and construction of a novel antimony-removal process utilizing a combination of pH adjustment and oxidation followed by coagulation/filtration. Tamburini was nominated to the ACEC Young Professionals in Engineering program, and ACEC nominated him to the Engineers Week New Faces in Engineering program. His nomination appears on the Engineers Week website.

-MORE-

Bryon Wood, EIT is a project engineer with HDR in Denver and is an expert in water and wastewater system modeling. His current project for Boulder models the wastewater collection system in a GIS platform, resulting in a detailed model that provides a prioritized, implementable series of Capital Improvement Projects that address existing and future capacity issues. His work includes water system design and flood control structures at Lake Mead National Recreation Area. He also designed the Rosemont pipeline that provided irrigation to the Broadmoor for the 2008 Senior U.S. Open Golf Tournament.

###

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Colorado (ACEC/CO) is the business association of 250 member firms employing more than 12,000 employees in the independent private practice of consulting engineering. ACEC/CO is a primary resource for accessing engineering information, expertise and business ethics practices.  The Council provides leadership and direction by developing practical, feasible options and solutions based upon technical collaboration to achieve enduring outcomes to benefit society.
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