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Certi�cates of Expertise
Students also have the opportunity to differentiate 
themselves upon graduation by obtaining a 
certi�cate of expertise in one of these track areas:

	 � Global Culture and Diversity
	 � Leadership		
	 � Civic and Public Engagement
	 � Innovation

	 Certi�cates of expertise for the Global Culture 
and Diversity, Leadership, and Innovation tracks 
are earned by completing the requirements for 
graduation and by attending a Certi�cate Day for 
that track, which will include several presentations 
and interactive activities.  Students are also required 
to write a two-page paper on what they learned 
during the Certi�cate Day and how they are going 
to apply it.  A Certi�cate of Expertise in Civic 
and Public Engagement is earned by completing 
requirements for graduation, plus two workshop 
sessions and eight hours of engineering-related 
community service.
	 Certi�cates are also awarded for comparable 
experience. A listing of possible alternative activities 
are available online at www.engr.colostate.edu/pli/	

“Creating people with excellent critical thinking 
skills requires a broad based understanding of 
how the world works. The PLI curriculum offers 
a tremendous teaching opportunity to students, 
that helps them not only be better engineers, but 
also better people. Colorado State University 
has always been proactive in creating a learning 
environment that adds value for both the student 
and industry. PLI is a huge advance in the 
pursuit for continuous improvement.”   		
 	 - Mike Applegate
	   CEO, ApplegateGroup, Inc.
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PLI Focus Area Content:
Participating in the PLI workshops increases your 
ability to excel as an engineer in the global economy. 
We have scheduled interactive workshops led by key 
industry leaders and Colorado State faculty and staff 
in each of these focus areas: 

Global Culture and Diversity
The Global Culture and Diversity sessions will enable 
you to collaborate well with globally diverse teams.  
These sessions will increase your understanding of 
the global economy and workforce, as well as your 
understanding and appreciation of individual and 
cultural differences.

Leadership
These sessions will enable you to demonstrate sound 
leadership in professional, personal, and societal set-
tings. Sessions covered include project and time man-
agement, and also include leadership topics, identi-
�ed by industry, as keys to success in the engineering 
�eld. The topics covered include teamwork, differ-
ences in leadership styles, and situational leadership, 
in addition to a panel where industry leaders discuss 
how to demonstrate leadership in the workplace.

Civic and Public Engagement
The Civic and Public Engagement sessions will 
enable you to use your engineering skills to create 
positive global, economic, environmental, and social 
change. Topics covered include the importance of 
service learning, testimonials from students, and par-
ticipation in service learning activities.

Innovation
These sessions will enable you to work creatively to 
provide innovative engineering solutions. Topics cov-
ered include identi�ng opportunities for innovation 
and continually developing your innovation skills, in 
addition to a panel with leading industry innovators.

Ethics
The Ethics sessions will enable you to understand 
your ethical responsibility and to act with integrity.  
Topics include academic integrity, an introduction to 
business ethics, and ethics in engineering.

What is the Professional Learning 
Institute?
The motivation 
for developing this 
student-oriented 
learning institute grew 
out of the engineering 
profession�s approach 
of providing engineers 
with professional 
development to compliment on-the-job training.  
After numerous visits to engineering companies, the 
framework was developed.
    The program content is designed to cover aspects 
of a professional engineering career that are typically 
not covered in engineering curricula. There are �ve 
main focus areas covered by the PLI: global culture 
and diversity, innovation, leadership, public service, 
and ethics. The �rst four areas have been developed as 
a series of workshops offered each semester. Ethics is 
offered as a series of workshops and is integrated into 
each of the four series of workshops.
     Register to attend a PLI workshop via the PLI 
website, www.engr.colostate.edu/pli

PLI Graduation Requirements
To earn a certi�cate of completion, students need to 
develop theses skills and complete these requirements 
prior to graduation:

� Technical expertise
� Ethics
� General knowledge of each certi�cate track
� Career planning
� Annual self assessment

� Professional skills development plan
(To reinforce life-long learning, students develop a 

plan that is reviewed annually with their adviser.)  
   Please note that PLI requirements are being phased 
in for current students based on their projected 
graduation date. Certi�cates are also awarded for 
comparable experience. See the PLI website for 
additional detail.


